OFFICE
ORD i 52/ 3

BOROUGH OF KOPPEL-OFFICIAL ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO DUELLINGS LOCATED
IN THE BOROUGH OF KOPFEL WHICH ARE UNFIT
FOR HUMAN HABITATICN; AND THS DUTIES OF
THE BOROUGH ENGINEER RELATING TO THE
ELIMINATION OF THE SAME.

The Council of the Borough of Kopnel do ordain:

1, *I'ha‘b the Borough Enginaer of the Borough of Kopoel be and is

hereby desz.gnated as the ofi‘mer to exercise 'ﬁh”* powers presambed by the
within ordinance,

2. That for the purpose of the within ordinance the Borough Engineer
may debermine that a dwelling is unfit for human habitation if ther .finds
that cgnditiﬁﬁa exist in such dwelling which are dangerous or injuriocus 1o
the health or safety of the occupands of such dwelling, the ctcunsanbts of
neighboring dwellings or other residents of the Borough of Hoppel; such
ctmditions may include the following {without Iiniting the generd ity of the
foregoing): defects therein increasing the hazards of fire, accident, or
other gg.?].a;aﬁtias; lack of adeguate wentilation, light, or samitary facilities;
dilapidation; disrepalr, structural defects or uncleanliness.

3. That vhenever a vetition is filed with the Borough Sneineer by a
publie aa‘hharity'a;' by at least five residents of the municipality charging
that any dwelling is unfit for human habitation as hersin defined, or
wheneve_g' it appears to the Borough Enginesr {on his own motion) tha?: any
dwelling is unfit fe_r human habitation, as herein dsfined, he shall, if his
prelimnary investigation discloses a basis for such charges, issue and
cause t0 be served upon the owner of and parties in interest in such dwelling
a complaint stating the charges in that rsspect and conbaining a notice thatl
a hearing will be held before the Borough Comncil of Koppel af a place therein
fixed not less than ten days nor more than thirty days after the serving of

said complaint; that the owmer and parties in interest shall be given the



righ$ t§ file an answer Yo the complaint and to appear in person, or
nthermiag? ané_gi?e testimony at the place and time fixed in the complaints.
he That if, after such notice and hearing, the Borouwgh Council

-ﬁgtermines’thgt_the_ﬁmelling under consideration is unfit for human
habitation, as hs:ain_defined, they shall state in writing their fin&ingg
of fact upon the owner thereof and parties in intersst an order, as follows:

‘("a?} S Ir "E!;Le'_**r—agai’r, -alberation or ; imorevement of the said dwelling
can be Waﬁs at a cagt not in excess of fifty per cent of the value of the
dwelling, said Boroaghrﬁngineer shall require the owmer, within a period of
not more than ninety (90) days from the date of such order, to repair, alter
or imorove the said dwelling so as to render same £it for human habitation,
as herein defined, or, at the option of the owmer, to wacate and close the
said dwelling,.

(b} If the repair, alteration or irprovement of the said dwelling
can be made aﬁ.a cost not in excess of fifty per cent of ie walye of the
sald deelling, the Borough Enginesr shall make an order reguiving the cwnar
to remove or demolish the said dwelling within ninety (90) days.

Se T?at if the owner falls to comply with an order to repair, alter
or isoreve or, at the ootion of the owmer, to vacate and close the dwelling,
the _Bz?rgug}} Engineem may cause such dwelling to bs repaired, altered or
imx oved, or to be vacated and closed; that the Borough Engineer masy cause
ﬁaﬁb@_pagﬁeﬁ‘on thg'main entrance of any dwelling so closed, a placard with
the following words, "This building is unfit for humsn habitation; the use
or oceupa#ian Qf this bullding for human habitation ié prohibited and unlawiul.

5@ That if the vmner fails to comply with an order %o remove or
dsmelish ‘the &malling? the Borough Engineer may cause such dwelling to be
removed or demolished.

Te That the amount of such cost of mch repairs, alterations or

imorovements, or vacating and closing, or removal or demolition shall be =



municiogl lien gzainst ihe real mroserty uvoon which such cost was
incurred. If the dwelling is removed or demolished by the Borough Engineer,
he shall sgll the materials of such dwelling and shall credit the proceeds
of such sale against the cost of the removal or demolition and any balance
remaining shall be deposited in the Court of Common Pleas by said Borough
Engir;eer shall be secured in such manner as may be directed by such court,
and shall be disbursed by such court to the persons found to be entitled
'!;heretp by final order or decree of such court, p ovided, however, that
not.hing_ in_'hhis -secjbiqn_ shall bg construed to impair orﬁiimit in any way
the power of the Borough of Képpel to define and declare nuisances and to
cause their removal or abatement, by summary proceedings or otherwise, as
prcvided: by vy law or ordinance,

8. That complaints or orders issusd br ithe Sorough Irnrinssr

pursuant o this ordinance, shall be served upon serscns sither weracnalls
or by registered mail, btut if the wheresbsoubs of such sargonzy iz wriasen

and the szme cammot be ascertained by said Sorouzh Zozls

veer Iz Tl exgrelise
of reasonable diligence, and the said officer shall =aks an 27704772 oC

-
e ® e b

that effect, then the serving of such complaint or order upon such perscns
may be made by publishing the same once each week for two sucecessive waeks
in a newspaper vrinted and published in the Borough of Koppel. A copy of
such complaint or order shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the
premises affected by the complaint or order, and a copy of such complaint
or order shall be duly recorded or lodged for record with the recording
officer of Beaver County.

9. That the Borough Engineer is hereby anthorized and empowered to
exercise such powers as may be necessary or convenient %o carry cut and
effectuate the purposes and pr ovisions of this ordinance, including the
following in addition to others herein granted; (a) to investigate the
dwelling conditions in the Borough of Koppel in order to determine which

dwellings therein are unfit for human habitation (b) to administer oaths,



aitirmations, sxsmine witnssses and recsive evidence; {eo] to enter upon
premiges for the purpose of making examination, provided, that such entries
shall jﬁ;e_ made in such manner as to cause the least possible inconvenience
to thepersons in possession; (4} to aproint and fix the duties of such
officers, agents and employees as they deem necessary to carry out the
purpoges of this ordinance; and (e) to delegate any of their funetions
i and powers under this ordinance to such officers and agents as they may
| designabe. |
10, That nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to abrogate
or -impa:i_.r the power _cuf the borough or any officer or department to enforce
any provisions e_;«f_j.ts charter, or its ordinances or regulations, nor to
prevent or punish violations thersof, and the powers conferred by this
ordinance shall be in addition and supplemsntal to the powers conferred upon
the borough by any other law or ordinmance.
11. That if any clause, sentence, subdivis on, saraerask , zectizs

or part of 't—h:is ordinance be adjudged by any couri of crrrmedend furigdistion
to be invalld, such judgment shall not affect, impair sy fnwslfifats <ns
| remainder thersof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause,

o sy, T = - s & B e A i) T
sontence, schdivisiorn, Darasgrazh, zecticn, o7 ozt thoosil, Sorentilis

involved in the controversy in which said judgment shall have been rendered.

ADOPTED this & day of é ?gg‘ g 1960, "
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