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BOROUGH OF KOPPEL-OFFICIAL ORDINANCE NO . 

AN ORDINANCE :RELATING TO D:-.'ELLil\iGS LOCATED 
IN THE BOROUGH OF KOPPEL ·wHICH ARE UNFIT 
FOR HUMAN fIABIT.ATION; .AND TF..E DUTIES OF 
THE BOROlJGH ENGINEER RELATING TO TnE 
ELIMINITIOif OF TI-IE SAME. 

The Council of the Bor01.;gh of' Koppel do orda.:i.n: 

l. That the Borough Engineer of the Borough of Kopuel be and is 

hereby designated as the officer to exercise the powers prescr:i.bed by t.he 

within ordinance. 

2. That for the purpose of the within ordinance the Borough Engineer 

may determine that a dwel.li~ is unfit for hu.:."!lall habit~tton if :.,he_. •.. finds 
~ .. - - - -

that e~ndi_tions exist in such dwelling which are dangerous or injurious to 

the health or safety of the occupants of such d~ielling, the occu".:ants of 

3:,eighboring dm3llings or other residents of the Borough or Ko;Y:?el; s-.:tch 

j° conditions may inc1ude the .following (t-rl.thout !iru.t.illl; t'::le general. ity of the 

.:foregoing): defects therein increasin5 t.he hazards 0£ fire, accident,. or 
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other cala.-nities; lack of' adequate vent.ilation, light, or sa.!'litary facil.ities; 

dilapidat ion; disrepair, structural defects or uncleanliness. 

public authority or by at least five residents of the mnici"9ality charging 

that an.y dwelling is unf1.t for human habitat:i.on as herein defined, or 

whenever it appears to the Borough Engineer (on his ow~ notion) that any 

dwelling is unfit for human habitation, as herein define1, :,e shall, if his .. - .. 

prelim:i.nary investigation discloses a basis for such charges, issue and 

cause to be served upon the owner of and ?arties in interest in such dwelling 

a complaint stating the charges in that respect and containing a notice that 

a hearing will be held before the Borough Conncil of Koppel at a place therein 

fj.xed not less than ten days nor more than thirty days 1:1.fter t,he serving of 
·- ., 

said complaint; that the o:mer and parties in interest shalJ. be given the 
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right to file an answer to the complaint and to appear in person., o.r 
~ . ~ . . 

otherwise., and give testimony at the place and time fixed in th.e complaints. 

4. That if, a:f'ter such notice and hea:ring, the Borough Council . . 

determines t~~t t~e dwelling under consi.deration is unfit for human 

1:tabi ta~ion,. as herein d~·fned., they shall state in 1-rri ting their findings 

of fact upon the Owl'.ler thereof and part ies in interest an order, as follows: 

---=(-a') ~r.f:'- the--rep:ai:r, -a¼:ter at:icn-or i mpr-evement-- of t.he sai.d dwelling 

can be made at a cost not in excess of fifty per cent of the value of the 

~,-;relli~g, ·-s~d .Jorough Engineer shall require the o;vner, within a period of 

not more 'than nine-:;,y (90) days from the date o:f such order, to repair, alter 

or improve the said dwelling so as to render same fit for human habitation, 

as herein defined, or, at the option of the o-.mer, to vacate and close the 

said dwe.lling. 

(b) If the repair, al.teration or L"llprovement of the said th:elling 

' ean be made at; a cost not in excess of .fifty per cent <.f t:~c-a 7,3.]:,_0 ,:;, 0£ tbe 

t' said <hrelling, the Borough E.'1.gineer shall make an order :requiring: tb.e c..m.er 

i[ to remove or demolish the said dr.-1elling within ninety (90) days., 

II 

5. That- if the @Mner fails to comply with an order to repair, alter 

or im"?Tcve or, at. the ootion o:f the o:-mer., t.o vacate and close the d'!-re11.ing, 

the Borough Engineer mey cause such dwelli.ng to be repaired, alter ed or 
r > ., ~ .,, - • • 

imp:- oved, or 'bo be vacated and closed; that the Borough Engineer may cause 

to be posted on the main entrance of any dwelling so closed, a. placard wi.th . . ' . . ... 

the following words., 11 '.i'his building is unfit for htLman habitation; the use 

or occupation of this building £or human habitation is prohibited a.~d unlawful. 

6 . That if the CRner fails to comply with an order to remove or 

demolish the dwelling, the Borough Engineer may cause such dwelling to be 

rem.oved or demolished. 

7 o That the a'liount 0£ such cost of m ch repairs, alterations or 

:i.nl'?rovements, or vacating and closing, or remov11l or d,m!oli t:i.on shall be a 



11 

incurred. If the dwelling is removed or demolished by the Borough Engineer, 

he shall sel l the mat er ials of such dwelling and shall credit the proceeds 

or such sale against t he cost of the removal or demolition and any balance 

r emaining shall be deposit ed in the Court of Common Pleas by said Borough 

Engi ~eer shall be secured in such manner as may be directed by such court, 

and shal.l be disbur5ed by such cou.Tt t o t he pctrsons :found to be entit:led 

thereto by final order or decree of such court, Jl" ovided, however, tba.t 

nothing in this section shall be construed -to impair orlli.'llit in any wa.v 

the power of the Borough of K~ppel to define and declare nuisances and to 

cause their removal or abat ement, by summary proceedings or otherwise, as 

provided by a:i y law or ordinance. 

or rea~onab1n diligence, m:.d the said officer shall --:;_a';{a :a:: !l_r.::::-:a . .:":. -:: 

'that effect, then the serving of such complaint or order upon such pers ons 

ma.y be made by publis:rl.ng the sa:le once eaeh ;;;eek ~or two successi-ve weeks 

in a newspaper pr1nted and pub1ished in the Borough of Koppel; A copy of 

such complaint or order shal l be posted in a consptcuous place on the 
. - . 

premises affected by the complaint or order, and a copy of such complaint 

or order s.~all be duly recorded or lodged for record with the recording 

officer of Beaver Gounty. 

9 . That the Borough Engineer is hereby autl1orizeid and e!llpo:-mred to 

exercise such powers as may be necessary or convenient. to carry out and 

effectuate the pm-poses and ir ovisions of this ordi."'lance, inc1uding the 

f ol l owing i n addition to others herein granted; (a) to investigate the 

dwelling conditions in the Borough of Koppel in order to determine which 

dwellings therein are unfit :for human babj_tation (b) to ad..'1linister oaths, 



premises f'or the purpose or making exa"ninat.ion, provided, that such entries 

shall be :made in such manner as to cause the least possible tnconven:lence 

to thepF'l'$Ons_ in possession; (d) to appoint; a,.;.d £ix the duties of such 

of.t;cl'!rs, agents and employees as they deem necessary to carry out the 

purposes of this ordina..11ce; and (e) to delegate any of ·their funct:i.ons 

n and p~1:.,;er~ under -this ordinance to such officers and agents as they may 

designate. 
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10. That nothing i n this ordinance shall be cons·trued to abrogate 

or impair the power of the borough or any officer or department to enforce 

any provisions of .its charter, or its ordinances or regulations, nor to 

prevent or punish violations thereof, and the po;;,rers conferred by this 

ordinance shall be in addition and su:pI}l.eaental. to the ?Cwe1~s conferred upon 

tra borough by any other law oo:- ordinance. 

11.. That if aiw clause,, sentence.,, 

remainder thereof., but shall be confined in its operation to the clause., 

involved in th..:: cont.roversy in which said judgment shall have been rendered. 

ADOPTED t.b:i.s 2 f: da.y o:f .~£ ;,_ 
_,196o. 

President of coi{eii 
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